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Role Models



Good Judgment



Clarity and Precision

Thus, today’s medical curriculum teaches new doctors about culture and 
communication. It is no longer good enough – and probably never was – for a 
doctor to simply know the appropriate medication to prescribe or diagnostic test 
to order.

Physicians must also fully understand [cultural and social mores] that mold both 
how they make medical decisions and how, in turn, patients receive their care. 
We all know the most science-smart physicians will fail their patients if they 
aren’t effective communicators with a sense of cultural humility.

Lisa V. Adams, Leslie Henderson and Glenda Shoop, “Training Good Doctors Starts With the Liberal 
Arts,” New Republic, August 15, 2016.

https://newrepublic.com/article/136050/training-good-doctors-starts-liberal-arts


Creativity and Breadth

[Chung argues that] producing the responsible, economically productive 
citizens Hong Kong needs goes hand in hand with the habits of minds 
inculcated by the liberal arts. General education, one of the terms Hong 
Kong uses for its new offerings, produces graduates “who are critical and 
creative thinkers, problem solvers, gifted communicators, team 
managers, and ethical leaders,” Chung wrote in a South China Morning 
Post op-ed. Add those qualities to the “creative communities of 
innovation” built by the liberal arts, he argued, and the result is 
pragmatic: skills “for which employers are willing to pay the highest 
salaries.”

Ben Wildavsky, “The Rise of Liberal Arts in Hong Kong,” The Atlantic, March 20, 2016.

http://www.theatlantic.com/education/archive/2016/03/the-rise-of-liberal-arts-in-china/474291/


Empathy

The most important thing that literature does is to give you a glimpse of 
how the world looks according to someone who isn’t you. If you read a 
book, or watch a play or a film, you’re getting to spend a brief time looking 
at the world from somebody else’s perspective. Whether that’s the author, 
or the director, or the actors, or the characters they’re playing, literature 
will introduce you to people whose experience of the world has been 
vastly different than yours.

And that’s critically important because the vast majority of people in the 
world are not you. In fact, modulo the occasional alternate world scenario, 
you’re a minority of one.

Chad Orzel, “Why Scientists Should Study Art and Literature,” Forbes, October 28, 2015.

http://www.forbes.com/sites/chadorzel/2015/10/28/why-scientists-should-study-art-and-literature/#592ebdc737fe


He Qi, The Visitation 
(2001)



“This is Water”

http://web.ics.purdue.edu/%7Edrkelly/DFWKenyonAddress2005.pdf


The Humanities at Bear Creek

• An Integrated Curriculum
• A Three-Year Cycle
• Experienced, Expert Faculty
• Seminar Discussion Method
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