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Mission Statement

The mission of The Bear Creek School is to provide a high-quality,
Christian liberal arts education in a nurturing environment
that will enable each student to become the individual God intends.
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Graduation Requirements

The Bear Creek School’s curriculum is a rigorous college preparatory program. All students take a balanced and
comprehensive core of classes. Advanced Placement and Honors courses are offered.

The following graduation requirements allow students to meet or exceed the requirements for colleges and
universities. All students must complete their senior year on the Bear Creek campus to qualify for graduation.

Required Courses:

4.5 credits English and Rhetoric

4-5 credits History

0.5 credits  Washington State History”

3-5 credits Mathematics

3-4 credits  Science

3 credits  Christian Studies

3-4 credits World Language (credits in the same language)
1.5 credits Physical Education

0.5 credits Health

2.5 credits Electives (0.5 credits in Fine Arts)
0.5 credits Senior Project

27 credits  Total (minimum)

Students must have 4 credits in one of the following subjects: Math, Science, or World Language.

Community Service Requirements:

Each Upper School student (Grades 9-12) is required to complete 100 total hours of community service. These
hours may be completed at any point during grades 9-12. To help students remain consistently involved, each
year there will be a minimum requirement of six hours locally, six hours at Bear Creek, and four hours of global
service, all of which will be credited toward the 100 total hours.

* Students who have successfully completed grade 8 at Bear Creek have met the Washington State history requirement.
Transfer students entering Bear Creek after grade 8 may be required to fulfill this requirement through independent study
arranged through the Registrar.
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10" Grade

11" Grade

12" Grade

Credit Requirements

English/Rhetoric

Honors World Literature

Honors European Lit. (1.0)

Honors American Lit. (1.0)

Honors British Lit. (1.0) or

4.5 credits (1.0) or AP English Language & AP English Literature &
: Rhetoric (0.5) Composition (1.0) Composition (1.0)
History Honors Euro i i
pean History . Art History (0.5)

4.0 credits . Honors U.S. History (1.0)

Honors World History (1.0) (1.0) or AP European or AP US. History (1.0) U.S. Government/Politics

History (1.0)
(0.5)
Science* . . Advanced Topics, AP
3.0 Credits Conceptual Physics (1.0) Chemistry (.1'0) or Honors | Honors I.?nology (1.0) or AP Physics or AP Chemistry
Chemistry (1.0) Biology (1.0)
(1.0 each)

Math* Pre-Calculus, AP Calculus
3.0 Credits Algebra 1, Geometry or Algebra 2, Geometry or Algebra 2, Pre-Calculus, or A/B, AP Calculus B/C or AP

Algebra 2 (1.0 each)

Pre-Calculus (1.0 each)

AP Calculus A/B (1.0 each)

Statistics (1.0 each)

Christian Studies
3.0 Credits

Spiritual Formations (0.5)

Logic (0.5)

Comparative World
Religions (0.5)

Intro to Philosophy (0.5)

Ethics (0.5)

Apologetics (0.5)

Languages*
3.0 credits in same language

French 1 (1.0), Spanish 1
(1.0) or Latin 2 (1.0)

French 2 (1.0), Spanish 2
(1.0) or Latin 3 (1.0)

French 3 (1.0), Spanish 3
(1.0) or Latin 4 (1.0)

French 4 or Spanish 4 (1.0)

Physical Education

Ski Program (0.25) or

Ski Program (0.25) or

Ski Program (0.25) or

Health (0.5), Ski Program

1.5 Credits . - - .
Health: 0.5 Credits Athletic Team (0.5) Athletic Team (0.5) Athletic Team (0.5) (0.25), Athletic Team (0.5)
Electives Business, Classroom Aide, Business, Classroom Aide, Business, Classroom Aide, Business, Classroom Aide,

2.5 Credits including 0.5 Fine
Arts Credit

Cooking, Journalism, Library
Assistant, Stage Production,
Strength Training, Video
Production, Forensics (0.5 each)

Cooking, Journalism, Library
Assistant, Stage Production,
Strength Training, Video
Production, Forensics (0.5 each)

Cooking, Journalism, Library
Assistant, Stage Production,
Strength Training, Video
Production, Forensics (0.5 each)

Cooking, Journalism, Library
Assistant, Stage Production,
Strength Training, Video
Production, Forensics (0.5 each)

Fine Arts
0.5 Credits

Band, Choir, (1.0 each); Art,
Drama, Photography, Stained
Glass, Graphic Design (0.5 each)

Band, Choir, (1.0 each); Art,
Drama, Photography, Stained
Glass, Graphic Design (0.5 each)

Band, Choir, (1.0 each); Art,
Drama, Photography, Stained
Glass, Graphic Design (0.5 each)

Band, Choir, (1.0 each); Art,
Drama, Photography, Stained
Glass, Graphic Design (0.5 each)

Capstone Project
0.5 Credits

Capstone Project (0.5)




Course Descriptions
English and Rhetoric

ES Honors World Literature: Students explore the idea of a hero by reading ancient literature from the
Sumerian, Greek, Anglo-Saxon, and British cultures. They also explore this same theme as applied by
Shakespeare and twentieth century South Africa. In addition to reading these pieces of literature, students
memorize over two hundred literary terms which inform their study of various texts. The writing component of
the class entails studying grammar in context and crafting persuasive, compare/contrast, and timed writings.
(1 credit)

E 10.1 Honors European Literature: This course covers various genres of European literature through reading
and analysis of epic poetry, novels, and plays. The thoughtful reading and analysis of selected works is the
focus of class discussion and class writing. Basic grammar skills are reviewed and developed further in the
students’ writing and in selected assignments. Writing skills center on the development of analytical,
persuasive, and expository composition; the research process is also covered. The study of grammar and
literary terms is incorporated throughout the course along with vocabulary development. Through writing,
reading, listening, and speaking, the students develop their critical thinking and analytical skills. (1 credit)

E 10.2 Rhetoric: Students learn the art of persuasive public speaking and cover the major classical rhetorical
theories of Western society, including the writings of Aristotle, Plato, Cicero, Quintilian, and Augustine. Students
also engage in public speaking exercises that put both ancient and contemporary rhetorical theories into
practice. (0.5 credit)

E11 Honors American Literature and Composition: Major American themes and movements are studied in
the context of fiction (i.e. The Great Gatsby) and non-fiction (i.e. On Walden Pond). Students engage in selected
course readings, closely and critically. Compositions for this course are based on rhetorical modes such as
narration and process/analysis. The overall course goal is to gain a greater appreciation for who one is,
understand what the American experience looks like for a variety of Americans, and realize what role one is
called to play in the America of the 21st century. (1 credit)

E11 Advanced Placement Language and Composition: Students develop their skills as close readers of
text and adept writers of arguments. Various pieces of American literature, as well as a diverse selection of
essays that span the last four centuries and their ideologies, serve as the context for these readings and
arguments. Students work on building their vocabulary of literary terms as a way to understand, analyze, and
argue. (1 credit)

E12 Honors British Literature: Students acquire and practice analytical reading and writing skills necessary
for success in the college environment. Students produce written work covering a variety of genres including
expository, research, narrative, and poetic. British literature, from the Elizabethan through the modern periods,
is used as a springboard for students' personal reflection, historical understanding, and literary evaluation. (1
credit)

E12 Advanced Placement English Literature and Composition: This course engages students in the careful
reading and critical analysis of imaginative literature. Writing assignments include expository, analytical, and

argumentative essays. Students study the elements of style, correct and academic grammatical construction,
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and logical organization of ideas. Students develop the vocabulary necessary for college-level reading and
writing. (1 credit)

History

H9 Honors World History: World History begins with a semester-long investigation of the ancient roots of
Western civilization. By studying Western civilization, students develop a sense of obligation to their heritage
and build a foundation for the entire history curriculum. Students then study three important non-Western
civilizations in order to become familiar with different cultures and to recognize, by comparison, the
distinctiveness of their Western heritage. (1 credit)

H 10 Honors European History: European History is a survey of the political, intellectual, religious, and
cultural history of Europe and Western civilization from the Middle Ages through the present day. Students
learn to develop intellectually virtuous habits; this involves learning to read carefully, clearly analyze both
evidence and ideas, and express historical understanding orally and in writing. Students cultivate a love of and
respect for the past, and gain a basic understanding of the main events and ideas in modern European history.
(1 credit)

H 10 Advanced Placement European History: Advanced Placement European History is a challenging course
that is intended to be the equivalent of an introductory-level college course in Western civilization. Students
learn to develop intellectually virtuous habits; this involves learning to read carefully, clearly analyze both
evidence and ideas, and express historical understanding orally and in writing. Students will cultivate a love of
and respect for the past, and will gain a thorough understanding of the main events and ideas in modern
European history. (1 credit)

H11 Honors United States History: This course is an in-depth study of United States history and is designed
to provide students with a solid understanding of the development of the United States. Students will explore
geographic, political, cultural, and economic characteristics of American history from the settlement of
Jamestown through the presidency of Ronald Reagan. Readings from the text and primary sources,
discussions, lectures, and written critical analysis are utilized to facilitate the study of U.S. history. (1 credit)

H11 Advanced Placement United States History: Advanced Placement United States History is a rigorous
study of U.S. history from the early settlement of the nation, through the presidency of Ronald Reagan.
Students work to master content, which requires a significant amount of reading. Reading is primarily drawn
from our classroom text, but also includes some primary sources. The Advanced Placement exam requires the
writing of three essays, so in preparation for the exam, students will work to hone their writing skills. The goal
of the course is to gain knowledge of the history of the U.S. and to be able to critically assess issues verbally
and through written work. (1 credit)

H 12.1 Art History, Culture, and Appreciation: This course presents a brief overview of the development of art,
sculpture, and architecture from prehistory to the present, with added emphasis on Christian art and Western
civilization. The principal styles, important works of art, and significant developments in art and technology will
be covered through lectures, slides, projects, tests, and readings. The historical, cultural, and social
frameworks during which the artworks were produced will also be examined and discussed. (0.5 credit)

H 12.2 U.S. Government and Politics: This course is a survey of the origin, structure, and functions of the
United States government. Students are introduced to basic economic concepts, a comparison of other types



of political systems, and an overview of American foreign policy. Readings in current events, classroom
discussions, and completion of a research paper are key components of the course. (0.5 credit)

Mathematics

Algebra 1.: Algebra is the foundational course for all further mathematics and science courses. The goal of
algebra is to formulize and generalize the concepts of arithmetic into a set of algorithms useful in other
settings. As each skill is introduced and developed, applications to areas of mathematics, science, nature, and
everyday life will be included. At the end of the course, each student should have developed his or her abilities
in logical, critical thinking, and problem solving. (1 credit)

Geometry: By enhancing logical thinking and deductive reasoning, geometry provides a foundation for problem
solving that is necessary for success in subsequent math courses. The first semester focuses on the
development of geometric proofs using definitions, properties, postulates, and theorems. Second semester
topics include transformations, triangle similarity, right triangle trigonometry, angle and segment relationships
in circles, areas of polygons, and volumes of solids. (1 credit)

Algebra 2: This course includes topics in linear equations, inequalities and functions, systems of linear
equations and inequalities, matrices and determinants, quadratic functions, polynomials and polynomial
functions, powers, roots and radicals, exponential and logarithmic functions, rational equations and functions,
quadratic relations and conic sections, sequences and series, and trigonometric ratios and functions. This
course is intended to prepare students for Pre-Calculus the following year. (1 credit)

Advanced Mathematics: The Advanced Math course is designed to review the major topics in Algebra 2 and
begin the concepts in Pre-Calculus, forming a bridge year between Algebra 2 and Pre-Calculus. This class is
recommended for students who earned less than an 80% in Algebra 2 and/or students who struggled in
Algebra 2. After completing Advanced Math, students may take Pre-Calculus. Course topics include: linear
functions, quadratic functions, polynomial functions, inequalities functions, exponents and logarithms, analytic
geometry, trigonometric functions, trigonometric equations and applications, and triangle trigonometry. (1
credit)

Pre-Calculus: The Pre-Calculus course is designed to solidify the student’s knowledge of algebra, geometry, and
trigonometry in preparation for calculus. At the end of the course, students will be introduced to calculus
through limits. Course topics include: functions, trigonometry, systems of equations, matrices and
determinants, sequences, probability, analytic geometry, vectors, and limits. (1 credit)

Advanced Placement Calculus AB: The course of study includes properties of functions, limits, differential
calculus, and integral calculus. The use of symbolic differentiation and integration utilities is included where
appropriate. A more detailed syllabus may be found on the AP Central website at apcentral.collegeboard.com.
(1 credit)

Advanced Placement Calculus BC: This course is an extension of Advanced Placement Calculus AB and is
offered to students after they have successfully completed Calculus AB. Topics include the further study of
limits, derivatives, definite and indefinite integrals. Students analyze planar curves given in parametric form,
polar form, and vector form. The course includes the study of polynomial approximations and series with error
analysis. (1 credit)



Advanced Placement Statistics: The AP Statistics course is an introductory college-level statistics class
designed to introduce students to the major concepts and tools for collecting, analyzing, and drawing
conclusions from data. Course topics include: exploring data, sampling and experimentation, anticipating
patterns, and statistical inference. (1 credit)

Sciences

S9 Conceptual Physics: The ideas of physics are fundamental to all sciences. Conceptual physics is an
approach to physics that puts emphasis on the concepts of physics and thus stimulates students’ higher level
cognitive skills. The value of teaching physics conceptually is not in minimizing mathematics, but in maximizing
the use of students’ personal experience in the everyday world and in their everyday language. Students are
challenged in this course to study, understand, and articulate the concepts of mechanics, matter, heat, sound,
light, electricity, magnetism, and nuclear energy. (1 credit)

S 10 Chemistry: Students learn basic concepts of general inorganic and physical chemistry including the

structure and nature of matter, the periodic table, formula naming, atomic structure, gas laws, kinetics and

solutions. Laboratory demonstrations and experiments help students understand and apply the principles of
chemistry, as well as supply them with frequent practice in the scientific method. (1 credit)

S 10 Honors Chemistry: Designed for students who are strong in the science and math disciplines. This
course covers the fundamental concepts of chemistry in greater breadth and depth, including stoichiometry,
mole calculations, molecular shape, equilibria, redox reactions, acid-base theory, and nuclear chemistry.
Students in this course acquire an excellent foundation for the SAT subject area test in Chemistry. (1 credit)

S 11  Honors Biology: Students apply the concepts learned in physics and chemistry to living organisms. As
they study cellular processes under the microscope, or perform college-level labs, students learn to appreciate
and use science as a process of obtaining knowledge by observation and experimentation. Students learn
scientific writing skills, and also examine current biological issues. Topics covered include biochemistry, cell
structure and function, cell division, molecular genetics, Mendelian genetics, creation/evolution, plant and
animal systems, and ecology. (1 credit)

S11  Advanced Placement Biology: The AP Biology course is designed to be the equivalent of a two-
semester college introductory biology course usually taken by biology majors during their first year. Emphasis is
on descriptive and experimental laboratory exercises that provide opportunities for students to learn a variety
of skills such as experimental design, data recording and interpretation, statistical analysis, and operation of
technical equipment. (1 credit)

S$12  Advanced Placement Chemistry: The AP Chemistry course is designed to be the equivalent of the
general chemistry course usually taken during the first college year. It meets the objectives of a college-level
course in the depth and breadth of topics covered and also in the emphasis on mathematical formulation of
principles. Laboratory work is a fairly extensive part of the coursework and a block period is allocated to allow
students time to achieve necessary practical skills. The students who excel in this course will have learned to
express themselves clearly and logically, and will be well prepared for future science courses. (1 credit)

S12 Advanced Placement Physics (Physics B): The Physics B course provides a systematic introduction to
the main principles of physics and emphasizes the development of problem-solving ability. The emphasis is on
qualitative understanding of general principles and models on the nature of scientific inquiry. It is assumed
that the student is familiar with algebra and trigonometry. The Physics B course matches a year-long college-
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level survey course sequence and covers a broad range of topics in physics. This course typically satisfies
college physical science requirements and is often used by colleges as a physics course for pre-medical
students and those in other technical areas. (1 credit)

S12 Advanced Topics: This course is designed to expose students to a broader spectrum of the sciences,
and to sustain their curiosity about the world in which they live. The course is divided by semesters—each
semester focusing on a different discipline. The course rotates subject matter from year to year. The rotation
includes geology, anatomy and physiology, applied physics-technology and design, microbiology, and
environmental science. The following, for example, is a description of the semester of Applied Physics: In this
hands-on course students learn to apply their knowledge of physics to the mechanical design of several
projects throughout the semester. Students choose from a variety of design projects such as a tennis ball
launcher, tissue paper balloons, trebuchet, packaging design, and cardboard boats. Some of the design
projects involve entering local competitions such as the popsicle stick bridge-building contest, or other
appropriate engineering competitions. The course culminates in a project involving robotic devices. The LEGO
Mindstorms® system is used for robot programming and control. The skills of cooperative collaboration, logical
thinking, problem solving, and technical communication are emphasized for each project. (1 credit)

Christian Studies

CS 9.1 Spiritual Formations: Students review the classical disciplines of the Christian faith (The Word, prayer,
and fellowship). These classical disciplines are considered in the light of their relationship to the ultimate goal
of achieving intimacy with Christ. (0.5 credit)

CS 9.2 Introduction to Logical Thinking: This class is concerned with issues surrounding precise thinking and

logic. After consideration of a Christian foundation for logic and logical first principles, the student studies right
reason or valid inferences and the attending fallacies, formal and informal. We apply the rules of logic through
examination of statements and arguments from both cultural and Biblical sources. (0.5 credit)

CS 10 Comparative World Religions: Students examine the major expressions of religious thought in the light
of their place in the overall spectrum of possible belief systems. Religious systems examined include Judaism,
Islam, Buddhism, Hinduism, and postmodern thought, all of which will be compared and contrasted with the
Christian faith. Other groups may be surveyed as time allows. (0.5 credit)

CS 11.1 Introduction to Ethics: Students examine the two basic questions of ethics: What is good? How do we
live a good life? After gaining a framework for ethical study and the basic convictions of Christian ethics,
students examine the good life through the classical and theological virtues. For each virtue, students are
introduced to a corresponding issue and practical examples of Christians living out the virtues. (0.5 credit)

CS 11.2 Introduction to Philosophy: This class explores topical and historical approaches to philosophical
ideas, helping students use the tools of philosophy to analyze and assess philosophical thought, and to
synthesize that which is appropriate with the Christian worldview. (0.5 credit)

CS 12 Apologetics: Students study the questions, challenges, and controversies faced by the Christian faith
with a view toward establishing the validity and viability of the Christian belief system. This class pays particular
attention to rationality and faith as well as considering various arguments for the existence of God. (0.5 credit)



Languages

English Language Learning (ELL): This course is designed for new international students to provide instruction
and support in composition, reading, speaking, listening, grammar, and vocabulary. All of these skills will be
honed, with a special emphasis placed on TOEFL preparation. The larger goal is to prepare students for
independent success in the Upper School classroom and in preparation for college. Mastery of the above
mentioned skills will lead to a completion of the ELL requirement of receiving a 230 on the computer-based
TOEFL. Additional support in academic subjects will be offered as needed and during office hours
appointments. (1 credit)

French 1: This course will introduce and begin to unlock the mysteries of French phonetics and pronunciation.
French 1 will focus on listening and speaking, towards the goal of being able to communicate effectively in
French from the beginning. New phrases and vocabulary will be presented through the use of listening,
reading, and speaking activities, dialogue memorizations, and short skits. Grammar will be introduced
throughout the course of the year in tandem with these new phrases and vocabulary. Students will develop an
increasing level of confidence in and comfort with the use of French and with the process of learning a foreign
language. (1 credit).

French 2: Building upon what was learned the previous year in French 1, students will be introduced to more

complex grammatical structures and new verb tenses while practicing communication through the four basic

skills of listening, speaking, writing, and reading. Students will be introduced to narration in French, learning

the two most commonly used past tenses. French will increasingly be the preferred means of communication
in the classroom throughout the year. (1 credit)

French 3: The goal of this third year course is to see an increasing level of confidence and comfort with French
and with the process of learning a foreign language. French 3 focuses on the practical aspects of speaking and
writing in order to accustom students to the art of understanding the expressed meaning of increasingly more
complex written passages and spoken dialogues. Students are introduced to the future tense, the subjunctive
and conditional moods, and their applications and structures. At this level, students learn to recognize the use
of the passé simple in literary texts. Students also embark on their first creative writing projects. (1 credit)

French 4: Level 4 is designed to enhance the language skills of motivated students who have met The Bear
Creek School’s language requirement and wish to continue their study of French at a more advanced level.
This course refines grammatical skills and introduces critical analysis of literature and film. Using the SAT Il
curriculum as a foundation for review of and expansion upon the previous three years, students practice and
take mock tests of the actual standardized test during the first quarter. (Students are not required to sit for
the actual SAT Il exam, though they are encouraged to consider doing so.) The remainder of the year, students
embark on the study of increasingly complex French literary classics and the films they inspire. (1 credit)

Spanish 1: This course is designed to introduce students to the culture and language of the Spanish-speaking
world. The focus is to lay a solid foundation in the four competencies of language learning (listening, speaking,
reading, writing) on which students can continue to build in the years to come. Various teaching tools and
activities are implemented to increase knowledge and understanding of Spanish grammar and vocabulary.
Students also learn about Hispanic culture throughout the world and the United States. (1 credit)

Spanish 2: The goal of this course is to continue building on language skills which were learned in Spanish 1.
In Spanish 2, however, we extend year 1 structures, stressing the four basic skills of reading, writing, listening,
and speaking. Grammar and vocabulary are incorporated into these four skills at a more advanced level.



Beginning in the second semester, the majority of instruction and classroom dialogue are in Spanish. Students
continue to learn about Hispanic culture and customs through media and hands-on projects. (1 credit)

Spanish 3: This course serves as a continuation of the proficiency based objectives of Spanish 2. Incorporating
the text Realidades, this course is designed to further and deepen students’ understanding of language
structures in the context of the social and cultural realities of the Spanish-speaking world. Students’ knowledge
of vocabulary and grammar increases so they can develop better speaking, writing, listening, and reading
skills. Fiction and nonfiction authentic readings are employed together, with film and video. These media forms
stimulate lively discussion and exposition relating to a variety of topics relevant to students’ lives and the
Spanish-speaking world. (1 credit)

Spanish 4: The main goal of this course is to develop proficiency and style in speaking and writing and to
provide ample opportunity for students to assimilate all the grammatical structures to which they have been
exposed. Time is devoted to grammar review and the material of the course will be based on a variety of
language input sources, such as: literature, art, music, film, and journalism. Some of the audio excerpts may
include taped news broadcast interviews with native speakers on a variety of topics and other authentic
materials. Students are required to read, discuss, and write at a more sophisticated level in Spanish, and to
perform role plays, skits, and oral presentations. (1 credit)

Latin 2: Latin 2 is open to students in grade 9 who have taken Latin 1 in grade 8 at Bear Creek. Students are
expected to master the basic uses of the cases (all declensions and many pronouns) and the use of the
relative pronoun; to learn the active and passive voice, and all tenses of the indicative; to understand present
and past participles; and to double their vocabulary from Latin 1. Latin 2 provides an introduction to the
complex sentence. The historical focus is the Late Republic and Early Empire, but many more general topics
are covered, such as ancient cosmology. (1 credit)

Latin 3: In this class, students are expected to master the components of the complex sentence. They learn
deponent verbs; the subjunctive mood and its uses, including conditional statements; indirect statement and
its sequence of tenses, the ablative absolute, and the gerundive. The historical focus is Early Empire, but also
takes in broader topics such as the client patron system and travel. Student vocabulary doubles again. As
much time as possible is given to introducing students to Latin literature, and to understanding classical
civilization as part of the foundation of Western civilization. (1 credit)

Latin 4: This course provides an introduction to Latin literature and may function as the AP-Vergil course,
depending on student interest and ability. Students are expected already to know the components of the
complex sentence, and will master it by reading original passages of Latin. Students begin to understand the
range of meanings available in Latin vocabulary and how to translate with that in mind. Literary topics include
figured language, quantitative meter, and the rhetorical tradition. Historical topics include ancient philosophy
and the classics as the foundation of Western literature. (1 credit)

Health

Health: The Health course is designed to present current health issues from a Biblical perspective. Students
learn the integration of physical, mental, social, and spiritual dimensions of life. The information presented
covers many health issues that the students analyze and debate. Students assess their personal health habits
as well as explore what God says regarding the human body. (0.5 credit)
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Fine and Performing Arts Electives

AP Music Theory: The Music Theory course is for students who are planning to major or minor in music while in
college. The content of the AP Music Theory course is roughly equivalent to the first semester of college-level
music theory. Skills that will be developed include harmonic, melodic, and rhythmic dictation, harmonic
analysis, structural analysis, ear training, and sight-singing. Prerequisites for enrolling in AP Music Theory are
proficiency in reading music in both treble and bass clefs, and proficiency in reading rhythms that include
multiple sixteenth notes and dotted rhythms. Occurs during zero period. (1 credit)

Band: Upper School Band is a performing ensemble in which students continue to master their skills on a
musical instrument. The band performs many times throughout the year in addition to two regular concerts. In
recent years the band has played on campus for special events and celebrations, basketball games, as the pit
orchestra for our musical productions, and participated in the Northlake Band Festival. Students in the band
program are eligible to participate in the Northlake Solo and Ensemble Contest, as well as to audition for the
All-State and All-Northwest honor bands and orchestras. (1 credit)

Beginning Graphic Design: Students learn the basics of graphic design and its many uses in popular American
culture. This class focuses on learning how to use the computer-based programs of Adobe® Photoshop® and
Adobe® lllustrator® as well as hands-on materials. Possible projects include visual puns, logos, posters,
newsletters, book covers, CD covers, typography, and more. The students also learn about the history of the
growing industry of graphic design. (0.5 credit, pass/fail*)

Choir: Upper School Choir is a performing ensemble in which students perform multiple times each year. In
addition emphasis is placed on vocal training, sight singing, music theory, and choral blend. (1 credit)

Drama: This course is designed to introduce the various elements of drama, including character development,
voice, motion, and physical expression. In addition to gaining knowledge about the theater, a small portion of
the class is committed to improvisational and pantomime techniques. The majority of the time is spent in
developing a production to be presented at the end of the semester. All drama students participate in this
production. Assorted work of William Shakespeare is featured during the fall or spring annually. (0.5 credit,
pass/fail*)

Drawing and Print Making: Students pursue the fundamental concepts of line, light, and color with projects in
various mediums of drawing, embossing, and color-reduction linoleum printing. Projects include the use of
traditional pencil, ink wash, scratchboard, charcoal, and oil pastels. (0.5 credit, pass/fail*)

Independent Studies in Art or Photography: This course is offered to students after all other classes in fine art
or photography have been taken (0.5 credit, pass/fail*)

Painting: This course allows students to become familiar with the elements and principles of art and
emphasizes fundamental techniques in acrylic painting and watercolor painting. This course investigates
different application methods for both mediums. Projects range from realism to abstraction. (0.5 credit,
pass/fail*)

' May be taken as a graded course with teacher and Division Head approval
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Photography 1 - Introduction to Black and White Photography: This is a beginning photography course designed
to introduce students to the camera and basic darkroom techniques. The course includes exposing,
developing, and enlarging film; composing and cropping; using filters, multiple printing, exposure; and dry
mounting with emphasis on black and white 35 mm photography. Students work with the elements and
principles of art as they explore the aesthetic and technical aspects of photography. Students study
contemporary and past photographs to develop an appreciation for the medium as a fine art, making visual
discriminations, and aesthetic judgments. (0.5 credit, pass/fail*)

Photography 2: This black and white photography course is designed to introduce the student to more creative
photo techniques such as color tinting, toning, solarization, sandwiching negatives, and more. Students will
continue to work with the elements and principles of art as they explore the aesthetic, technical, and creative
aspects of photography. Prerequisite: Photography 1. (0.5 credit, pass/fail*)

Sculpture: This course allows students to become familiar with the elements and principles of art and allows
students the opportunity to pursue both additive and subtractive sculpture with major projects in plaster, wire,
tape, papier-maché, clay, and mixed-media construction. (0.5 credit, pass/fail*)

Stained Glass: This class is designed to expose students to the art of stained glass using a copper foil
technique. Students create numerous projects with the number of glass pieces ranging from five to an
unlimited number. The class moves from flat panels into three-dimensional works (boxes, lamp shades, and
sun catchers) as well as into an introduction to glass fusing. (0.5 credit, pass/fail*)

Vocal Ensemble: Vocal Ensemble is offered to students who exhibit advanced skill levels in music literacy and
vocal technique. The content of the course is designed to develop the students’ technical, musical, and
performance skills. The music studied by this choir is challenging and requires a desire for excellence on the
part of its members. Students perform in the winter and spring concerts, local and district choral festivals, and
other performance opportunities. Music performed covers a wide range of historical periods and musical
styles. Vocal ensembles can be varied in type (i.e. Women’s Ensemble, Mixed Ensemble, Men’s Ensemble)
depending on interest and availability. Students must audition for Vocal Ensembles. (0.5 credit, pass/fail*)

General Electives

Business and Marketing: This class provides the basic and essential foundation upon which students can build
an understanding of the business world. The course examines business fundamentals through marketing
including demonstrating how business organizations operate, identifying the individual’s role in the business
environment, and exploring how business influences society. (0.5 credit, pass/fail*)

Classroom Aide: Students may assist teachers in the Lower School or Upper School. Duties may include
reading with Lower School students, filing, grading papers, cleaning beakers, or working with younger students
on math. (0.5 credit, pass/fail)

Cooking 1 - Asian Cooking: In Cooking 1 students experience a variety of ethnic Asian foods from countries
such as Japan, China, Korea, Philippines, Thailand, and India. Students practice food preparation techniques
as they learn to make appetizers, main courses, and desserts. (0.5 credit, pass/fail)

' May be taken as a graded course with teacher and Division Head approval
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Cooking 2 - Western Cooking: In Cooking 2 students experience a variety of ethnic foods, including American,
European, Latin, and some Asian dishes. The students practice food preparation techniques as they learn to
make appetizers, main courses, and desserts. (0.5 credit, pass/fail)

Forensics - Debate: The purpose of Forensics is to provide the groundwork for sound argumentation and
debate, which are not necessarily synonymous. Argumentation focuses on the processes used to formulate
lines of reasoning to persuade or support one’s viewpoint. This occurs in speeches/lectures, writing, legal
venues, philosophy, politics, etc. Debate occurs when two people, or two groups of people, sharing opposite
viewpoints, begin to trade arguments in an attempt to discredit and disprove the opponent’s viewpoint while
strengthening their own. Students are also eligible to join the Bear Creek Forensics Team which competes
within the WIAA league. (0.5 credit, pass/fail*)

Journalism: Journalism is a fun and challenging course that produces the student newspaper: the Bear Creek
Current. Students investigate and write articles about topics that interest the students at Bear Creek.
Journalism is truly an interdisciplinary course that incorporates research, interviewing, writing (feature, news,
editorial), layout and design, ethics, advertising, newspaper production, public relations, and photojournalism.
As a course in current events and awareness, students explore the importance of the media in daily life and
decision making. Students are challenged to answer key questions from a Christian worldview: “How do we
read and listen to news?” and “How do we achieve fair and balanced reporting in our articles?” (1 credit)

Library Assistant: Student library assistants participate in the day-to-day operation of both Ida Lairson and C.E.
“Ted” Kindel libraries, including checking materials in and out, shelving library materials, helping students,
cleaning, and other tasks as needed. (0.5 credit, pass/fail)

Photojournalism: Students use digital cameras and Adobe® PhotoShop® to learn current photographic
techniques and use those skills to capture the memories at Bear Creek. Students take and compose digital
pictures around school and at events (drama, sports, etc.). Outside commitment is required when assigned
photo shoots for specific events or sports. (0.5 credit)

Stage Production: Stage Production provides an opportunity to work with various tools in the scene shop that
are needed for stage and set construction. Students are given opportunities to assist in set design and
construction. (0.5 credit, pass/fail*)

Strength Training: Strength Training is a course designed to offer students the opportunity to participate in
weight and conditioning programs. The students also have an opportunity to create and design their own
programs. The instructor guides the students to create their own sound, efficient weight training programs that
will meet their specific goals and objectives. (0.5 credit)

' May be taken as a graded course with teacher and Division Head approval
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The Advanced Placement Program (AP)
at The Bear Creek School

Students at Bear Creek have the opportunity to challenge themselves in areas of particular aptitude and
passion by enrolling in several Advanced Placement courses. AP courses are Bear Creek courses taught by
Bear Creek faculty, but content is guided by The College Board. AP courses culminate each May with a national
examination in each subject area by which students may earn college credit based on their exam score
(typically a 3 or higher).

Two defining elements of the AP program at Bear Creek are the scope of our AP offerings and the fact that
enrollment is, essentially, open to all students. Bear Creek offers the following AP courses each year:

AP Biology - grade 11 (requires a prerequisite of a 94% or above in Chemistry)
AP Calculus (AB or BC) - grades 10, 11, 12

AP Chemistry - grade 12 (prerequisite of one year of Chemistry)

AP European History - grades 10 or 12

AP Language and Composition - grade 11

AP Literature and Composition - grade 12

AP Physics - grade 12

AP Statistics

AP US History - grade 11

AP courses in Music Theory and Latin are offered every other year.
(Other AP courses may be offered based on interest.)

Advanced Placement classes are designed to mirror courses offered on college campuses. They are more
challenging and require personal discipline and independent study techniques. Students will experience an
increased reading load and longer writing assignments in most AP classes. AP courses attract students who
are academically motivated, personally invested, and diligent.

Students who succeed in AP courses generally do well in college as a result of the exposure to collegiate
teaching and testing methodology, and increased academic preparation. All AP courses are noted on the
official Bear Creek transcript.

Students who choose to enroll in AP classes typically bring a well-developed skill set in the following areas:
ability to analyze content, draw comparisons, and effectively reason through problems. They must be able to
read perceptively and independently. Additionally, students need to be proficient in writing concise and clear
essays. Students must have a minimum of a B in prior academic department coursework to qualify for AP
course enrollment.

Given the high commitment level and increased demand, course selection should be carefully considered. All

students in grades 11 and 12 who meet qualifications should consider at least one AP course per year. Many
students carry two AP courses. Three AP courses per year occurs rarely and must be approved in advance by

AP teachers and the Upper School Division Head. Due to the advanced level of course content and necessary
prerequisite skills for success, AP course selection for grade 10 students must also be approved by the Upper
School Division Head and AP teachers.
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Upper School Faculty

Christian Studies

Mike Faris

Christian Studies Department Chair

Apologetics, Comparative World Religions, Logic,
Spiritual Formations

US Student Council

B.A., Bible Exposition, The Master’s College

Kevin Davison

Debate, Intro to Philosophy

Bear Creek Forensic Team

B.A., Pastoral Ministries, Northwest College
M.A., Theology and Biblical Studies, Fuller
Theological Seminary

Betty Freeland

Ethics

B.A., Christian Theology, Seattle Pacific University
M. Div., Fuller Theological Seminary

Jeff Gephart

Dean of Students

Comparative World Religion

B.A., Speech Communication,
University of Washington

M. Div., Princeton Theological Seminary

Shelley Kaplowitz

Comparative World Religions
B.A., English Education, University of Washington

English Department

Kenny Norris

English Department Chair

AP Language & Composition, Honors American
Literature

B.A., Secondary Education, Northwest University
M.Ed., Curriculum and Instruction, Seattle Pacific
University

Kristin Dennison

AP English Literature, Honors European Literature
B.A,, Literatures in English,

University of California, San Diego
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Lauren Hunter
Journalism, Photojournalism, Yearbook
B.A., Journalism, Biola University

Shelley Kaplowitz
Honors British Literature
B.A., English Education, University of Washington

David Miller

Rhetoric

B.A., Communications: Media Studies, Wheaton
College

Jennifer Nelson

Honors World Literature

ELL

B.A., English, Seattle Pacific University
Teaching Certificate, Seattle Pacific University

Fine and Performing Arts

Judy Loudenback

Fine and Performing Arts Department Chair
Choir, Vocal Ensemble

B.A., Music Education, Western Washington
University

Kailee Blankenship

Drawing & Prink Making, Graphic Design, Painting,
Photography

US Student Council

B.A., Graphic Design and Art History, Western
Washington University

Sherrie Brown

Stained Glass

B.A., Physical Ed., Pacific Lutheran University
M.A., Curriculum and Instruction, City University

Scott Higbee

AP Music Theory, Band

B. M. Ed., Music Education, St. Olaf College
M.M., Music Performance, University of
Washington



Hiroko lkeda
Cooking
B.A., Education, Otsuma Women'’s University

Ron Lynch

Drama, Stage Production

B.A., Theatre, San Diego State

M.Ed., Education Administration, Principals
Credential., Seattle Pacific University

Ph. D., Curriculum and Instruction, University of
Washington

History Department

Rick Joyner

History Department Chair

AP U.S. History, Honors U.S. History, Government &
Politics

B.A., Economics, Idaho State University

Shelley Kaplowitz
Honors European History
B.A., English Education, University of Washington

Rob Sorensen

AP European History, Honors World History
B.A., Political Science, Western Washington
University

M.A., History and Theology, Abilene Christian
University

Language Department

Earl Nelson

Language Department Chair

Latin

B.A., History, Western Washington University
M.A., Comparative Literature, University of
Massachusetts, Amherst

Ph.D., Comparative Literature, University of North
Carolina, Chapel Hill
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Kirsten Berg
French
B.A., French, Whitworth College

Sylviann Estrella Johnson
Spanish
B.A., Brooks Institute, Santa Barbara

Gabriela Llanos

Spanish

B.A., Spanish and Teaching English as a Second
Language

Profesorado Superior de Ensenanza Catolica

Mathematics Department

Caroline Reese

Mathematics Department Chair

Advanced Math, AP Statistics

B.A., Mathematics, Seattle Pacific University
M.Ed., Curriculum and Instruction, Seattle Pacific
University

Suzanne French

Algebra 2

B.A., Economics, Lafayette College

M.B.A., Marketing and Finance, Loyola College

Dorina Hester

Geometry

B.S., Mechanical Engineering, Cornell University
Teaching Certificate, Math and Physics,

Seattle Pacific University

Bill MacKenney

Algebra 2, AP Calculus AB, AP Calculus BC
B.S., Math and Physics, Washington and Lee
University

M.A., Math, Temple University

Ashleigh Tasche

Algebra 2, Pre-Calculus

B.A,, Liberal Arts, Pepperdine University

M.A.T., Mathematics, Western Governors University



PE and Health Department

Carol Miller

PE and Health Department Chair

Health

B.S., Physical Education and Music Ed., Utah State
University

M.Ed., Physical Education, Utah State University

Scott Moe

Strength Training

B.A., Biblical Literature, Northwest University
M.A., Masters In Teaching, City University

Science Department

Donna Dunn

Science Department Chair

Advanced Topics: Anatomy, AP Biology, Honors
Biology

B.S., Microbiology, Oregon State University

M.S., Molecular Biology, Colorado State University

Elissa Bell

AP Chemistry, Chemistry, Honors Chemistry,
B.S., Chemistry, George Fox University

B.A., Spanish, George Fox University

M.S., Chemistry, University of Washington

Linda Graham

Advanced Topics: Technical Design, AP Physics,
Conceptual Physics

Math Team

B.S., Chemistry, Whitworth College

B.A., Physics, Whitworth College

M.S., Chemistry, University of Washington

Carol Wang

Advanced Topics: Environmental Science

B.S., Environmental Health, University of
Washington

M.S.P.H., Occupational Health and Safety,
University

of Washington, Minor in Chemistry

Master Education, Teacher Certificate Program,
Rider University

Administrative Faculty and Staff

Karen Beman
Upper School Division Head

Jeff Gephart
Dean of Students

Lynn Nail
Registrar

Blake DeYoung
Director of College Advising

Nancy Thompson
School Counselor

Katie Humphries
International Student Services Coordinator

Emily Fletcher
Upper School Division Assistant
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